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Welcome to Potsdam!

 10th year of ICASR meetings
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ICASR throwback

 2015: Hosted alongside the Cochrane Colloquium in Vienna. 8 principles for 
the collaboration: 

“to enable tools to be developed and integrated into toolkits”

 Automation across the spectrum of SR tasks, improve all

 Automation for all types of reviews

 Continuous improvement

 Adherence to high quality standards or SR

 Flexibility of use and combining components 

 Need for multidisciplinary teams

 Open-source, shared code and datasets

 Replicability through rigorous and open evaluation

10/9/2021 3Beller, E., Clark, J., Tsafnat, G. et al. Making progress with the automation of systematic reviews: principles of the 

International Collaboration for the Automation of Systematic Reviews (ICASR). Syst Rev 7, 77 (2018). 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s13643-018-0740-7



Following years..

 Philadelphia (October 2016) adjacent to the Guidelines-International-Network 
(G-I-N) meeting: interoperability, measuring acceleration, screening methods

 London (2017): automating data extraction, interoperability, standardised 
evaluation methodologies

 The Hague, Netherlands (2019)

 Bergen, Norway (2019): data extraction

 Online (2021): user experience, interoperability, tool evaluation, COVID-19

 Köln, Germany (2022) alongside IRM

 London, UCL (2023): evaluation

 Prague (2024) alongside Global Evidence Summit: from prototype to scalable 
tools: data extraction, interoperability, evaluation
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2025 Agenda: trustworthy tools & 

evaluations, sharing datasets
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2025 Meeting Summary



BIG Thank you to…

 Co-organising committee from ICASR:

 James Thomas, Rene Spijker, Jose Meneses, and Ella for input to the discussion 

session

 Our hosts

 Shona McCulloch

 Anja Kliese de Souza

 Jan Minx

 Tim Repke

 The DESTINY Consortium
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We’ve seen progress in ..

 Guidelines to help responsible adoption of DESTs 

 Consensus on accuracy standards

 Well-performing, scalable application of AI

 Using AI to facilitate assessments of applicability (transferability) of evidence in 
different contexts globally 

 High-quality Dataset sharing and encouraging re-use; Copyright issues (for full 
text datasets)

 Quantify real-world benefits of AI, vs humans

 Deployment of usable and well-evaluated tools (meaningful living evaluations)

 Designing user-interfaces

 .. And much more (TBC at the DEST Hackathon tomorrow)
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A lot more work is needed..



Slides will be available
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https://icasr.github.io/ 

Note: Next week there was a planed 

virtual ICASR on screening and 

methods to stop screening early.

We’ve had to cancel due to speaker 

cancellations

Decision to postpone to be able to 

broader programme

https://icasr.github.io/


THANK YOU!

For those joining in-person, we will be 

meeting at 19.30 at

TOMASA, Kurfürstenstraße 52, 

Potsdam

For a joint dinner between ICASR and 

DESTINY 10/9/2021
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